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Why is it necessary to identify shark 
species? 

• Comply with CITES. 

• Comply with RFMO’s 

• Comply with national 
laws. 

• Implement chains of 
custody and 
traceability. 

• Implement NDFs 
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6 CITES species on the guides 

Carcharodon carcharias                   Sphyrna lewini 

Sphyrna zygaena                            Sphyrna mokarran 
 

Carcharhinus longimanus               Lamna nasus 
 



CITES species NOT on the guides 
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TARGET AUDIENCE OF THE GUIDES 

• The guides were 
designed for fishermen. 

• Artisanal or industrial 
fishermen. 

• Not designed for 
marine, biologists, 
onboard observers or 
scientists. 

• Minimal written 
information, no need to 
be able to read 

 



FOUR REGIONAL IDENTIFICATION GUIDES 





ACORDEON FORMAT 



38-39 SPECIES PER GUIDE 



HIGH QUALITY ILLUSTRATIONS 



INDICATION OF 
PARTS OF 
SHARKS 
 
ZONES DIVIDED 
BY COLOR 



FORMS 
OF 
HEADS 
AND FINS 
ARE 
COLOR 
CODED 



COLOR MARKINGS INDICATED BY 
YELLOW CIRCLES 



MEASUREMENTS 
THROUGH  
SYMBOLS 



EXAMPLE OF MEASUREMENTS 



ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF MEASUREMENTS 



VISUAL GUIDE 

Lombo preto 





Carcharodon carcharias 



Lamna nasus 





Sphyrna lewini 



Sphyrna zygaena 



Sphyrna mokarran 



Sphyrna lewini Sphyrna zygaena S. mokarran 

Difference of the three species of Sphyrna in CITES 





Carcharhinus albimarginatus 

Carcharhinus longimanus 



Triaenodon obesus 

C. longimanus 



jccantu@defenders.org 

¡THANKS! 
 


